It is well known that certain plant food elements may be present in large quantities in the soil, but may not always be available to plants. Potassium, for instance, is so abundant in many cultivated soils that the supply could not be exhausted by centuries of cropping. Yet, investigations have shown that in many cases crops are benefitted by applications of potassium fertilizers. The most important phase of the potassium problem therefore concerns the liberation of the quantities of this plant food element needed for maximum crop production.
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The results of the investigations of Hall (io) 3 in England, of Lyon (13) and Thorne (21) in America, Clausen (6) in Germany and Crete (7) in Switzerland show clearly the importance of the
